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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To easily and accurately verify the validity of 
the retrieved 

software component as to requested specification and to 
confirm its operation 

by displaying the functional specification of the software 
component with 

figure symbols in format including its operational 
contents. 

CONSTITUTION: A software (Sw) retrieval part 4 retrieves 
the Sw component 

which meets specification in a component data base 3 
through an Sw component 

storage control part 5 at an Sw2 component retrieval 
request from a user. 

Then, a figure symbol (icon) conversion part 6 converts the 
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functional specifica 

tion of .the Sw component described by a 3-object, 
1-operation model into a 

figure symbol at the Sw component retrieval request and an 
Sw2 component 

operation confirmation request from the user. The figure 
symbol (icon) conver 

sion part 8 emphasize and represents variation of the 
function specification of 

the Sw component, converted in the figure symbol, from an 
input object to an 

output object as the operation contents of the program 
component on the figure 

symbol to be outputted using colors, etc. Consequently, the 
validity of the 

software component can accurately and easily be vertified 
and the opera tion 

can easily and accurately be confirmed. 
COP YRI GHT : ( C ) 1 9 9 1 , JPO& Jap i o 
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